
      

                    

   

 

SMARTSPACES  “Project to Watch” by the United Nations 

SMARTSPACES has been named a “Project to Watch” as an innovative energy reduction project by 

the United Nations’ Big Data Climate Challenge. The Big Data Climate Challenge, hosted by UN 

Global Pulse and the Secretary-General’s Climate Change Support Team, aims to unearth data-driven 

climate solutions and evidence of the economic dimensions of climate change. It is aligned with the 

UN Climate Summit which was held in New York on 23  September 2014, where the Secretary-

General convened world leaders from government, finance, business and civil society to catalyse 

climate action. 

The SMARTSPACES pan-European consortium of Bristol, Birmingham and another 9 pilot sites in 8 

countries investigates ways to reduce energy in public buildings using ICT.  The project is part-funded 

by the European Commission’s ICT Policy Support Programme at DG Connect and coordinated by 

Empirica.  

The leading pilot Bristol is concentrating on utilising the data from the council’s smart meters 

(Automatic Meter Readers), which collect energy usage data for every half-an-hour from over 500 

buildings across the council’s estate. Annually this results in 36.8 million bits of data; from electricity, 

gas, oil and renewable resources. 

“Big data helps us more deeply understand how climate change can affect our economies, land, 

health and issues of inequality—with the ultimate aim of delivering solutions, it can empower 

individuals, communities and policy-makers to make more informed decisions”, says Tracy Raczek, 

Senior Policy Advisor on Climate in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General (United Nations). 

Birmingham City Council’s Building Energy Management Service, in partnership with energy 

management software provider STARK and Schneider Electric, has created a number of user-friendly 

tools which convert this data into simple information and images and therefore supports greatly 

enhanced energy reduction.  

 Profile Reports – To identify energy wastage and potential energy efficiency projects 

 Building Data – Providing timely and accurate HH data collection 

 Consumption Reports – For base lining and comparison 

 Profile Alarms – For next-day notifications 

 Web Portal and Dashboard – For 24/7 Day+1 information  

 

 



      

                    

   

 

The wide range of tools available means that they are appropriate for by a variety of users: including 

building professionals, accountants, facilities management, caretakers and general staff. Their use 

has been piloted across in 11 municipalities for nearly a year: already resulting in energy savings in 

some buildings of up to 20%. Service providers across all pilots, mostly SMEs, will launch commercial 

products and the Energy departments and Councils will offer energy services. 

SMARTSPACES will release a ‘Guide’ for replicating ICT energy services in public buildings and social 

housing next year. The ‘Guide for Replication’ will incorporate lessons learnt in the residential 

projects eSESH and BECA.  

Councillor Lisa Trickett, Cabinet Member for Green, Smart & Sustainable said: “This award follows 

the development of Birmingham’s Smart City Roadmap, which will provide greater opportunities for 

economic prosperity and a high quality of life, including ‘a move towards a low carbon economy 

through energy and fuel savings, and improved air quality’.  This is yet another example of how 

Birmingham is working with partners to obtain the great recognition it deserves given Birmingham’s 

commitment to delivering a smarter, greener, science city.” 

 For more information on the UN Climate Summit, visit www.un.org/climatechange/summit/. To 

learn about the Big Data Climate Challenge and UN Global Pulse, visit www.unglobalpulse.org/big-

data-climate. 

For more information on SMARTSPACES, visit www.smartspaces.eu or contact 

smartspaces@empirica.com.   

For more information about our pilot site, visit www.smartspaces.eu/en/pilot-sites/Birmingham or 

to view Birmingham’s web portal www.energysmartbirmingham.com  or contact:  

Nikki.Spencer@birmingham.gov.uk  
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